BRENDAN JORRITSMA 

SENIOR STAFF WRITER 

n November 7, the annual 

Bernard Zylstra lectures 

began in chapel as Dr. 
Koyzis, this year’s speaker, gave 
an introductory speech on this 
year’s theme: “Authority and the 
Image of God.” Koyzis began by 
questioning what is meant by 
Scriptures’ claim that humanity 
is created in the image of God. 
Koyzis emphasized two historical 
positions: Augustine, Thomas 
Aquinas, and John Calvin all 
expressed a belief that the proper 
seat of the image of God is 
located in the intellect, while later 
Reformed thinkers like Abraham 
Kuyper placed it over the whole 
person, including the social and 
creative facets of humanity. 

Koyzis also focused briefly on 
a trend that has developed since 
the Enlightenment in which the 
idea of humanity being made 
in the image of God is reversed. 
Revered philosophers like Karl 
Marx as well as aggressive 
atheists in contemporary culture 
like Richard Dawkins and 

Christopher Hitchens have 
argued that the concept of God 
is a human creation modeled 
on humans’ conceptions of 
themselves. Even modern biblical 
interpret Scripture 
with this theory in mind as they 
envision the writers of Scripture 
attempting to anthropomorphize 
their vague conception of a deity 
in order to provide comfort to 
a people involved in seemingly 
meaningless struggles. 

When the image of God is 
discounted, the necessity of law 
and the supposed value of the 
human person must be justified in 
some other way. Philosophers like 
Immanuel Kant attempt to elevate 
humankind through support of 
people’s moral autonomy, while 
modern counselors, teachers, 
and therapists argue for the 
preeminence of self-esteem in 


scholars 


defining an individual’s worth. 
Such 


methods are insufficient 
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Zyl\stra Lectures 


replacements, for neither the 
elevation of the human to the 
position of arbiter of right and 
wrong, nor the blind praise of 
immoral, foolish lifestyles can 
convey the value of a being made 
in the image of God. 

At this point, Dr. Koyzis invited 
the audience to contemplate how 
the world would be a different 
place if we always recognized 
the image of God in the people 
around us. He invited the 
members of the audience to rise, 
turn to each other and say with 
conviction, “You are made in the 
image of God.” Koyzis mused 
that the recognition of the divine 
among the poor and sick Mother 
Teresa attended could have given 
her the strength she needed to 
continue her ministry during 
the decades that she felt isolated 
from God. 

Koyzis stated that Jesus Christ 
took on human likeness not just 
to restore humanity to a right 
relationship with God, but also 
to restore humanity’s ability to 
display the image of God. Just 
as one man (Adam) marred the 
image through his_ rebellion, 
one man (Christ) restored it, so 
that humankind can once again 
properly exercise authority over 
creation. This responsibility 
is described in Psalm 8, a self- 
composed metrical versification 
of which Koyzis sang midway 
through his address. Authority, 
Dr. Koyzis proposed, is one of 
the characteristics of humanity, 
which is part of being made 
in God's likeness. Though the 
theme of this year’s lectures 
was this connection between the 
imago Dei and human authority, 
disappointingly it was _ not 
further explored in the chapel 
address, Rather, Dr. Koyzis 
invited all attendees to come to 
the subsequent lectures in the 
afternoon, when this idea would 
be further explored. 


Seth Waterman, winner of the Dept. of Business Sales & Marketing Award, 


Business Open House 
A Night Of Fellowship 


The evening opened with some 


MATTHEW VAN HUIZEN 

SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 

ne of the highlights of 

the late fall season for the 

past couple of years has 
been Redeemer’s Business Open 
House. While outsiders may have 
only noticed a few balloons and 
well-dressed students leaving Class 
early, The Business Open |ouse 
proved yet again to be an evening 
of community and fellowship 
between Redeemer student§ and 
local businesses. On a more specific 
note, this evening highlighted the 
partnerships that exist between 
students and _ these “businesses. 
These partnerships come about 
in many different ways. Award 
sponsorships, co-op placements 
and research projects all allow for 
important bridges to me made 
between Redeemer students and 
the broader business community. 


casual mingling, as _ students 
and business leaders engaged in 
some relaxed conversation. They 
talked shop, shared stories and 
connected with each other. The 
evening officially kicked off with 
a performance from Redeemer’s 
Concert Choir, under the direction 
of Christian Teeuwsen. As President 
Cooper welcomed all the guests, all 
audience members awaited the rest 
of the festivities. 

Some particularly important 
guests were the city of Hamilton 
Counselor Lloyd Ferguson, and 
Hamilton Mayor Fred Eisenberger, 
who spoke fondly of his squash 
moments with President Cooper. 
Perhaps some of the most inspiring 
words came from the local Liberal 
MPP, Ted McMeekin, who said “in 
my profession, you meet a lot of 
people who want to take over the 
world, it’s refreshing to come here 


and meet students who want to 
save it”. 

In light of our 25" Anniversary, 
Redeemer received a_ certificate 
commemorating our quarter- 
century anniversary. Also displayed 
were congratulatory notes from 
other schools, and Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 

The best part of the evening 
by many accounts was when the 
businesses got a chance to meet 
and shake hands with the students 
that they assisted through various 
scholarships and bursaries. The wit 
of Professor Van Weelden peppered 
the presentation, and was the 
perfect close to the evening. 

Overall, the chance for students 
to network and connect with these 
business leaders was a blessing to 
all those involved. 


Scholarships & Busaries Sponsors 
and Student Winners 


Dept. of Business Sales & 
Marketing Award, , 

Atlantic Packaging Products Ltd, 
Seth Waterman 


The Brownlow & Associates, 
Chartered Accountants Award, 
Brownlow & Associates Ltd. 
Dan Ponsen 


The Brownlow & Associates, 
Chartered Accountants, Scholarship 
Brownlow & Associates Ltd. 

Roman Golovchenko 


Bosch Rexroth Canada Award 
Bosch Rexroth Canada, 
Corey VanHuizen 


The David Mainse Christian 
Communications Scholarship, 
Crossroads Christian 
Communications Inc. 

Melissa Verroen 


The Anne de Boer Leadership Award 
De Boer’s Furniture, 
James Bender 


The Dept. of Business Leadership 
Scholarship, 

DUCA Financial Services Credit 
Union Ltd. 

Laura DeBoer 


The Dept. of Business 
Entrepreneurship Scholarship, 
Fluke Transportation 

Kathryn Koornneef 


The Great-West Life Business 
Scholarship (Endowed) 
Great-West Life, London Life, & 
Canada Life, 

Jonathan VanderHeiden 


The Great-West Life Business 
Scholarship (Endowed) 
Great-West Life, London Life, & 
Canada Life, 

Nathaniel Vandendool 


The Hamilton Spectator Writing 
Excellence Award, 

The Hamilton Spectator 
Theresa Merrick 


The Hamilton Spectator Writing 
Excellence Award, 

The Hamilton Spectator, 
Elizabeth O’Brien 


Dept. of English Scholarship - 3rd 
year, 

Mountaineer Movers Ltd. 

Marijke Westerhof 


Dept. of English Scholarship - 4th 
year, 

Mountaineer Movers Ltd. 

Mandy Mantel 


Dept. of History Scholarship 
Mountaineer Movers Ltd. 
Sarah Gillis 


Parkview Customs. Brokerage Ltd. 
Business Entrance Scholarship, 


Parkview Customs Brokerage Ltd. 
Danielle Vanderkooy 


Physical Education Department 
Award, 

Pegasus Direct Mail Worx, 
James Cuthbert 


The Vision Nursing/Rest Home 
Award - 1 of 2, 

Vision ‘74 Inc, 

Allie Klassen 


The Vision Nursing/Rest Home 
Award - 2 of 2, 

Vision ‘74 Inc, 

Amanda Nevelizer 


Wm. De Jong Enterprises Inc. 
Business Scholarship, 

Wm. De Jong Enterprises Inc. 
Amanda Kraan 


The Dept. of Art Scholarship, 
Women’s Art Association of 
Hamilton, 

James Bender 


Horticulture Program Award, 
Rosa Flora Ltd. 
Justin Free 


The Westbrook Group Scholarship, 


Westbrook Floral, 
Paul Huizinga 


—— 
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COMMENTARY 


The Need for Conversation 


JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHEIF 

have a minor confession: I don’t 
[=v seek out topics to cover 

every issue in my editorial. They 
usually find a way of landing on my 
doorstep not two days before the 
publication date. So far, this laid- 
back attitude has proven sufficient. 
However, after the last publication 
I was certain I had my mind made 
up for this particular editorial. It was 
starting to take shape, long before 
the two day window that I had 
previously been working with. Well, 
if | had indeed written this editorial 
last week, it may have read very 
differently. Instead, I find myself 
broaching a topic very dissimilar to 
what I originally intended. I think 
it’s only fair that I give some context 
for my current state of mind: 

Last Tuesday, following a 
wonderful weekend spent with 
friends and family, I found myself 
back in class. I was remarkably 
calm that day, looking to make my 
way through my three back-to-back 
classes with ease — a few notes here, 
a few comments there, and I'd be on 
my way home. But as is the case with 
most any day, I was not able to do so, 
After leaving that particular class, I 
found myself frustrated and angry. 
One of my assumptions about life at 
this school had just received a brutal 
attack, and I found myself on the 
defense yet again. I sighed, moaned 
and complained to my friends... just 
another day at Redeemer. 

So what happened in this class to 
that left me reeling? Perhaps I need 
to go back even further to set the 
stage. 

Prior to that Tuesday class, and key 
to the lovely weekend I just enjoyed 
Was the art opening I attended on 
Friday, November 8 in Redeemer’s 
gallery. “Gesture” is the name of the 
show, and it will be on display until 
December 10. This art show features 
the work of Jessica Hiemstra, a 
Christian artist who deals primarily 
with the human female form. The 


nude human female form I might 
add. I came away from that show 
feeling reaffirmed in my faith, 
inspired by the work of a fellow 
artist, and more confident about 
my place as a Christian artist at 
Redeemer. 

I soon realized that not everyone 
experienced this sense of affirmation. 
The reactions from some students 
and faculty were in fact quite the 
contrary. I happened upon this 
knowledge while in class that fateful 
Tuesday. I was, to be perfectly 
honest, shocked. When I learned of 
the various opinions surrounding 
the show it took all my will power 
pick my jaw off the floor and bite 
my tongue that week following. 
Naturally, I turned to my laptop, 
eager to pen a scathing editorial, 
aimed directly at critics of the show, 
and rally the troops in defense of 
Jessica’s work. 

Since my initial introduction to 
negative views about the show, my 
opinion towards those petitioning to 
get the work taken down has shifted. 
For the record, I still fervently 
believe they are in the wrong, and 
that Redeemer’s walls are a perfect 
resting place for Jessica’s work. 
Now though, my disappointment 
lies not in those who have opinions 
contrary to mine, because that is 
hardly a fair stance. My frustration 
is directed towards those who have 
expressed no desire to participate in 
a discussion about the art. 

Immediately, | knew I wanted to 
showcase various opinions about 
the show in the paper. A newspaper 
is the perfect medium for dialog. To 
steal The Globe and Mail’s current 
tagline, “it’s never just a newspaper, 
it's a conversation.” This is very 
much the attitude I think students 
should bring to the paper. On a 
broader scale, this is very much the 
attitude Christians should bring to 
our day-to-day life. 

I contacted several students who 
were outspoken in their disgust 
with the show. To be fair, many of 
them were willing, but simply didn’t 


have the time to pen an article, But 
the response I received from a select 
few is what opened my eyes to the 
real problem at work. Someone 
replied with a sharp, well aimed 
“what's the point?” They asked me 
if there is indeed a point in having 
a discussion if no change comes 
of it. What’s the point in having a 
conversation between two sides 
in which there is already a visible 
majority? What's the point in taking 
the time to talk if we've already got 
our minds made up? I sincerely 
hope that not all of you are posing 
these sorts of questions. If so, we 
might as well close up shop here at 
Redeemer and allow this building to 
become Ancaster’s latest mini-mall. 

I know how easy it is to be overly 
confident in our own perspectives. 
I myself underwent a moment of 
self-realization when asking for 
articles from naysayers of the nudes. 
Did I genuinely want to hear these 
students out? Or did I want them 
to write something I could easily 
refute, then feel all the better for it? 
My motives were likely stemming 
from the latter option more than I'd 
like to admit. 

Human existence thrives on 
conversation. We are all given 
voices, and we are also given ears. 
We are given minds to discern, and 
hearts to love. We must, as young 
students eager to learn, make the 
most of these gifts, and aim to 
strike a balance between them when 
broaching controversy. We need 
to make sure Redeemer remains a 
place of Christian community and 


unication. 

it is with slight disappointment 
that I admit I was only able to secure 
articles dealing with this current 
controversy from one side, so | 
urge any of you who find this topic 
engaging, to read these articles, and 
bring your opinions to the panel 
on Monday, November 26, during 
activity period in Room 213, I’m sure 
it will be quite the conversation. 
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The Redeemer Bubble: 
Myth or Reality? 


KEVIN BRATCHER 
SPECAIL TO THE CROWN 

am in my second year at 
[ese and, being disposed 

to theological discussions as | 
am, I have participated in a great 
number of debates in the past 3 
semesters. They weren't always 
intentional debates- indeed I find 
often the most potent debates are 
those which spring up mid-topic 
from common conversation ensuing 
from some relatively unrelated 
remark. However, potency aside, I 
would like to address a particular 
topic which has skirted the edge of 
Redeemer consciousness, it seems, 
for far too long. The topic of interest 
is that of the so-called “Redeemer 
Bubble” we are supposed to be 
living in. 
Yes, it is true that we are, in fact, 
living ona Christian campus unduly 
blessed with great fellowship and 
good education- which remains, 
for the most part, wholly devoted 
to the fusion of Christian faith with 
modern studies. However, | feel that 
I cannot be party to the idea that 
this leaves us “unprepared” for or 
unaffected by the outside world. Or 
at least, | would argue that is not the 
intent God had when He blessed the 
creation of this school 25 years ago. 
(I make this allowance because even 
though I do not think Redeemer 
should be considered a bubble, yet | 
still accept that due to self-fulfilling 
prophecy and the like there will 


inevitably be a number of people 
who are, at the end of the 4th year, 
left naked before a “hostile secular 
world”) However I am at this point 
delaying the purpose of this article, 
which is the following: Relativism 
and the emphasis of human reason 
(see also: postmodernism) are the 
only things between us and being 
prepared for the world. 

Consider 1 Corinthians 3 verses 1- 
3a: “And I, brethren, could not speak 
to you as to spiritual men, but as to 
men of flesh, as to infants in Christ. 
I gave you milk to drink, not solid 
food; for you were not yet able to 
receive it. Indeed, even now you are 
not yet able, for you are still fleshly.” 
Now consider further Paul's letter 
to Titus, in which he is describing 
the qualifications of elders and 
says the following: “...holding 
fast the faithful word which is in 
accordance with the teaching, so 
that he will be able both to exhort 
in sound doctrine and to refute 
those who contradict. For there 
are many rebellious men, empty 
talkers and deceivers....” After that, 
consider Romans 16:17: “Now I 
urge you, brethren, keep your eye 
on those who cause dissensions and 
hindrances contrary to the teaching 
which you learned, and turn away 
from them.” And, finally, consider 
Romans 12:2: “Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God's will 


is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.” 
I chose this particular selection 
of verses because | think they are 
particularly applicable against the 
modern secular world’s armaments, 
which are “liberty, individuality, 
and relativity for all.” You see, the 
world does not need to assault us 
with physical injury and fear of 
death any longer, simply because 
we are wealthy and safe in our 
established and civilized country of 
Canada. Now the world’s method is 
apathy, and the emphasis on human 
reason. No longer is the measure of 
faith what the Bible says, but rather 
the world says “believe what you 
want, all spirituality is good!” If 
you need any proof of this, simply 
look at the “World Religions 
Conference” pictures portrayed on 
posters around the school. A single 
tree producing seven branches, 
which are the seven major religions 
held to by the world, indicates 
clearly that all religion is from the 
same roots and therefore is equal 
(although, ironically, Islam’s symbol 
resides on the uppermost branch). 
What is sad, what is disheartening, 
and what I consider as the most 
threatening, is the fact that to a great 
extent our churches have absorbed 
and reiterated the thoughts of the 
current culture. While promoting 
friendship and unity we have all 
become inclined to say “worship 
how you seesfit” and “everything 
is okay as long as you feel spiritual 


when you come before (your) God.” 
We have forgotten how to “hold 
fast to the faithful (not culturally 
affected) word” and turn away 
from those who cause dissensions 
and hindrances contrary to the 
teaching brought to the churches 
almost 2000 years ago. 

But what does this have to do with 
the Redeemer bubble? Well, let us 
return to 1 Corinthians 3 for the 
explanation. Paul was telling the 
Corinthians that because of their 
sinfulness he was unable to teach 
them the meat of the word, because 
they had not matured. However, 
we have reached a point, in the past 
nearly 2000 years- as evidenced 
by numerous church councils, the 
Belgic Confession, Heidelberg 
Catechism, and the like- where we 
are capable of receiving the meat 
of the word. God has given us the 
wisdom to discern the truth of the 
word, Are we perfect? Absolutely 
not. However this does not change 
the fact that the Holy Spirit works 
True Faith in our hearts and True 
Faith by definition must be true 
and not relatively or “mostly” 
true, Our sinfulness has no impact 
on the reality of truth nor can we 
deny or alter the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the world and throughout 
history. We will always sin as long 
as we have breath in our bodies, 
and no matter how much truth we 
hold in our heads. However, this 
fact should not alter the necessity 
of absolute faith in God's Truth as 


written in the Bible, which has been 
successfully interpreted- by the 
Holy Spirit's working- by various 
and numerous human individuals 
throughout the centuries. 

So what is the Redeemer bubble? 
Is it that we are not involved in 
and afflicted by the world and its 
more blatant advances against 
Christianity or is it in fact that we 
are led to believe there is nothing 
assaulting our Christian conscience 
in order that we might be prone 
to accept any and all “more or 
less” true ideas thrown our way? 
The fact is, for the most part Satan 
doesn’t need to persecute us and 
make Christianity hard on us. 
All he has to do is make us stop 
caring about Christianity. And to do 
that, all he has to do is make faith 
relative and no longer concrete 
and unchangeable. And all you 
have to do to stop him is seek to 
continuously mature in your faith 
and discern the Bible for what it 
truly is- the complete, indivisible, | 
infallible book of God’s Word which 
is just as true now as it was 2000 
years ago, and contains all we need 
to attain salvation by the working 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. If 
you're doing that, if you're actively 
“testing and approving what God's 
will is” and “holding fast the 
faithful word,” then I dare you to 
tell me you still live in a bubble. 
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Reflections on Nudity in Art 


And its Display in a Christian University 


ff Se ee S “Tee 
PROF. CHRIS CUTHILL 
ART CHAIR 

n the late sixties, the great 
| Foe thinker Hans 

Rookmaaker wrote his seminal 
work Modern Art and the Death 
of a Culture. By using examples 
both classic and contemporary, 
Rookmaaker made the point that 
artists do not merely set down a 
record of their time. Instead, they 
reflect in their work the tempo, 
attitudes, hopes, and tensions-and 
ultimately, also the fundamental 
religious commitments-of — their 
era. For Christians interested 
in the visual arts, Rookmaaker’s 
analysis provided a road map to 
the geography of modernism in the 
visual arts and helped to establish 
a culture of art criticism within 
contemporary Protestant culture. 
In its original form, the book made 
appeals to various Renaissance and 
Baroque images of nude figures to 
argue that is is not the naked body 
that is immoral or moral, but how 
an artist regards and represents 
the body. When the book was 
published by Intervarsity Press, the 
editors insisted that Rookmaaker 
remove these illustrations-in order 
not to offend the fragile sensibilities 
of his Christian readership. 
Rookmaaker agreed to the changes, 
but always regretted the impact 
that these changes had on the book. 
What better way, he wondered, to 
explore the worldview comittments 
of an artist and their community 
than to examine their attitude to the 
human body? 

Ironically, in making this 
decision, the editors were proving 
an argument that is embedded in 
the text of the book itself: that a 
knee-jerk condemnation of nudity 
may reveal a view of the body 
and sexuality that is as unhealthy 
and skewed as pornography itself. 
What often presents itself as purity 
or prudence is simply a reaction to 
the abuse of the body in Western 
culture, While it seems simple to 
justify positions against nudity by 
using the blanket terminology of 
“modesty,” Rookmaaker argues, 
we must remember that modesty 
is a term that can be applied to 
bodies both clothed and unclothed; 
it is “not an easy rule that can be 
applied indiscrimately”.1 

Recently, the question of nudity 
in art has been raised in regard 
to the current art exhibition at 
Redeemer, and it seems to me worth 
reaffirming a Reformed apologetic 
for the full representation of the 
body in art. But before I do that, 
I would like to acknowledge 
that the impulse (on the part of 
those students who are critical of 


the show) to pursue holiness is 
honorable, but in this case, I believe, 
misdirected. In many areas I would 
find myself in agreement with those 
who are offended by this show. I 
would agree, for example, that 
the advertising and entertainment 
industries exploit and demean 
women by making them the objects 
of the so-called “male gaze.” I am 
very critical of those industries 
and the way that they affect our 
cultural and personal attitudes 
to sexuality and especially to the 
female body. I recognize that our 
attitudes towards nudity have been 
influenced by the exploitation of the 
body in contemporary culture. We 
live in a world broken by the fall, 
and this perversion and misuse of 
the human body is a reminder of 
how pervasive the effects of sin are. 

One response to this warped 
distortion is to declare any 
representation of the human 
body  “off-limits”-to concede 
the argument that the naked 
body is a (merely) sexual thing, 
to be displayed only within the 
absolutely private confines of 
the marriage relationship. The 
problem with this approach is in 
its acceptance of that view which 
reduces the significance of the body 
to exclusively sexual terms. To 
confine the meaning of our bodies 
(fearfully and wonderfully made 
by a beneavolent creator) entirely 
within the sexual realm, seems to 
me a perverse reduction of a multi- 
dimensional creation. 

Before the fall there was creation. 
God saw all that he had made, 
and declared it very good. This 
includes the human body. Even 
after the fall, God never retracted 
that declaration. We know that 
sin has tainted everything, and it 
is important to remember that the 
shame of physical nakedness seems 
to be the first effect of sin in the 
Biblical story. There is something 
about naked flesh that makes us 
vulnerable - a vulnerability that has 
proven a good marketing tool for 
selling both products and flesh. And 
since that day, sin has continued to 
distort our understanding of the 
human body. 

But as Christians we believe that 
the story doesn’t end there. Next 
month we will celebrate the season 
of advent, when the Christian 
church quite deliberately turns to 
remember that God became flesh, 
We recall ourselves to the myster 
that the Word came in body to all 
things-to our materials and our 
physical selves-and that thus all 
these things are being reclaimed 
by Christ. This is not just an 
abstract theological concept. It 
has real implications for deciding 
what subject matter is verboten or 


irredeemable in art. As Al Wolters 
reminds us in Creation Regained, 
“In the name of Christ, distortion 
must be opposed everywhere.”2 
If we really believe that the Christ 
took for himself a body of human 
flesh and walked amongst us, then 
this changes our relationship with 
the entire material realm, including 
the body. It is precisely those 
places that seem to belong most 
obviously to the enemy where we 
need the courage to affirm God’s 
lordship over the totality of the 
created order. 

One of the good things that artists 
can expose is the fullness of the 
human body, making the important 
point that the body is not just a 
sexual thing. I believe that nudity 
can be depicted tastefully in art, 
and in that sense, can honour the 
God who created the human form. 
It is important that the human 
form be honoured and upheld 
in a Christian university, where 
students have opportunity to see 
Christian artists approaching their 
models respectfully, with an eye to 
exposing dignity and humanity. We 
live in a world where it seems as if 
the media has claimed a monopoly 
on the body. Art offers one 
possibility of rejecting these claims 
of ownership, and reclaiming the 
body for God. By so doing, we are 
making the attempt to leaven this 
one small aspect of contemporary 
culture. A Christian artist should 
refuse to accept that this aspect of 
God's creation is outside the realm 
of reconciliation-he or she has the 
opportunity to offer one response to 
the process of reconciliation, not by 
recoiling in fear and disgust at the 
body, but by exploring the body’s 
potential as a legitimate subject for 
dignified, humanizing portrayal. 

Christian artists have a wonderful 
opportunity to explore the many 
ways that bodies through gesture 
and movement can express, who 
we are. There is a long and time- 
honoured tradition in Western 
art of using the nude human 
body iconically to express many 
aspects of our humanity. In a 
Christian context this affirms our 
belief that the human form is 
God’s crowning achievement in 
Creation and therefore worthy of 
study on a variety of professional 
levels-medical, scientific and 
artistic, It also affirms the call to 
technical excellence in a tradition 
that regards the ability to render 
the undraped human form as the 
pinnacle of artistic knowledge: if 
one can expressively and skillfully 
represent the human form, one can 
draw, paint or sculpt anything. 

In reflecting on the art that 
currently hangs in the gallery I do 
not see art which seeks to exploit 


The “Gesture” Controversy 
A Student’s Perspective 


— 
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IAN VAN HARTEN 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


he new art display entitled 
“Gesture” hanging in 
Redeemer’s gallery has 


been the cause of some unsettling 
feelings as well as some unsettling 
conversation in a number of 
students. It has even reached the 
point where emails have been 
written asking that the display be 


taken down. Many question the 


appropriateness of these sharp 
depictions of nude women. 

lo those who do, | would like to 
pose a question: Is the questioning 
of the level appropriateness, as it 


pertains to art, a reasonable, fair, 
or even an appropriate question 
to be asking? What constitutes 
appropriateness and where does 
one draw the line? How can one 
limit art and expression to what is 
“appropriate”? 

One must keep in mind that 
there if a reason, even a story, 


behind what an artist creates. And 
the reason is certainly not to test 
you or lead you into sin. If you are 
feeling that way, it is important 
to consider why you are feeling 
that way. Try to think about why 
you feel uncomfortable with those 
paintings. Nudity in a painting 
should in no way be a mere 
signpost for danger which you 
see as a warning to turn the other 
way. At least take time to consider 
the paintings as art rather than 
shocking pictures of women, 

I have heard, firsthand, some 
use the label “pornography” for 
the art. Perhaps it needs to be 
made clear that pornography 
is something which pertains to 
consumerism. It is something 
used in an attempt to sell and 
make a profit from sex. This art 
display is not pornography. 

Keep in mind, too, the artist, 
who, as with all artists, has become 
vulnerable in displaying her work. 
Surely she deserves more credit 


from Redeemer students than for 
them to turn away without even a 
glance beyond the surface of her 
paintings. 

It is important to, at least for 
a moment, try leaving behind 
these biases that cause you to turn 
away and to take time to consider 
the paintings. Observe them, 
interpret them, discuss them with 
others not as pictures of naked 
people but more as thoughts 
put to paint. Art does speak to 
people and it would only be to 
your detriment to limit yourself to 
what is “appropriate.” 

As a final word, I would just like 
to say to Jessica, the artist, that | 
think your work is remarkable 
and extremely thought 
provoking. Hopefully everyone 
can observe these paintings as 
things that inspire thoughts and 
not controversy. 


the body. I see instead the work of 
an artist attentive to the possibilities 
of her materials and of the material 
realm, which, of course, includes 
the body. This is not art which 
denies the body. There is no flesh 
denying/spirit-affirming dualism 
here. It boldly and confidently 
approaches the body, and in the 
end it is the body that connects us in 
these frames of colours that remind 
us of stained-glass windows. The 
old Gnostic temptation has always 
been to associate God with pure 
spirit, to believe that in denying 
our fleshiness, our embodiment, 
that we are drawn closer to God- 
but Gnosticism is a heresy, without 
foundation in scripture, and based 
on a false conception of what 
human life and human flesh is. The 
paintings in our gallery seek to tell 
the truth. 

The unadorned body may express 
joy and dance, suffering and 
brokenness-and, of course, also 
sexuality. Unfortunately, sexuality 
is the only thing some people see 
when they view nudity in art. It is 
a sad reflection of our image-based 
society that some of us cannot 
distinguish between the reductive 
exploitations of the unclothed 
body in advertising, and the richly 
allusive ways in which art may 
explore the potential of the body. 

This art is a redemptive 


celebration of the body which runs 
counter to our society’s abuse of 
human (and particularly female) 


nudity. These artistic subjects 
are not flawless bodies, put there 
simply to elicit desire. They are 
bodies that reveal the dignity of 
creatures who image their Creator. 
The artist's sources do not all 
have the “perfect” proportions of 
Madison Avenue models. They 
reflect the many varieties of the 
human figure in all its sizes, shapes, 
gestures and positions. In her play 
of ludic colour and abstract line, 
the artist revels in the figure, not 
to chop it up like a piece of meat 
in a pornographer’s shop-window, 
but to imbue it with imagination, 
emotion and reflection. 

As Christians we must continue 
to grapple with questions of how 
best to work out the implications 
of our salvation and our freedom in 
Christ with fear and trembling. And 
the artistic representation of nudity 
is one of those places where we 
will continue to wrestle. I would 
humbly contend that the present 
show is a good example of an artist 
wrestling well. 


1 Hans Rookmaaker. Modern 
Art and The Death of a Culture. 
(London: IVP, 1970) 240. 

2 Al Wolters. Creation Regained: 
Biblical Basics for a Reformational 
Worldview. (Grand Rapids; 
Eerdmans, 1985) 60. 


See Bis oe 
TIMOTHY UBBENS 
DIGITAL EDITOR 
t was a dark Friday 
evening when a 


group of musicians 
and students gathered to 
brawl over who will open 
for Article One later this 
year. Perhaps a little 
exaggerated, but it’s hard 
to express the energy 
that was packed into the 
Redeemer cafeteria for 
the Battle of the Bands. 
From various bands 
and individual artists 
including Sing Yourself 
Strong, Radio Blanket, 
and Slow Motion Noise 
came powerful rhythmic 
beats, smash hits, and 
astounding original 
lyrics. Overall, strong 
technical ability and well 
prepared arrangements 
provided for captivating 
performances. 
Although it remains to be 
seen which performance 
the audience prefers, 
two personal favourites 
are Kris van Soelen and 
the Ember Union. Kris, 
who is trying to start 
a new folk revolution, 
has a spectacular voice 


CAMPUS NEWS 


What You Heard 


in the Caf 


Battle of the Bands 
Recap 


that ranges from a rich 
bass to a lofty falsetto 
while also possessing a 
stunning command over 
the guitar as he uses it to 
create a tone unique from 
anything I’ve heard in a 
long time. Ember Union 
had an entirely different 


performance. Having 
played other concerts 
before this one, they 


raised the roof with their 
music. They not only 
performed great music, 
but they were great to 
watch as they moved 
energetically around the 
stage. 

One of the things that 
makes musicians so 
great is the story they 
tell. Although they can 
say a lot through their 
lyrics, much of what 
they have to say used to 
go unheard. Now it can 
be found online along 
with other information 
on concerts and sample 
clips. Find a band 
member in the halls or 
use your favourite search 
engine to learn more. 


Update: 
The Winners Have Been 
Announced! 


After much contemplation, the winners have been 
chosen. Because of the amount of talent at the 
competition, three bands have been selected to 
open for Article One on January 11. 
Ember Union, Land of Canaan and Allosaurus 
will all be performing. Congratulations to all the 
winners and participants! 
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Poet Susan McCaslin 
Visits Redeemer 


MARIA SNIP 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


hen Susan McCaslin 
entered the room, there 
was nothing about her 


to make one think that she was 
any different from the previous 
poets Kedeemer has_ hosted. 
However, when she spoke there 
was no mistake that she was 
different. She’s a Christian. She 
read to us from her newest book 
of poetry, Lifting the Stone. Her 
demeanor was friendly and 
open; she joked with the crowd 
of people who showed up to 
hear her read. She opened her 
reading with the epigraph in her 
book from the Gospel of Thomas. 
“Cleave a piece of wood,/ I am 
there;/ Lift up the stone/And 
you will find me there.” Her 
book focuses on the way that the 
“Spirit permeates matter.” 

Her poems ranged from life, 
to praise for creation, to poems 
about our relationships with God. 
Her poem, Sisuphus, Kenotic, 
examined the Greek story of 
Sisyphus, who was cursed to roll 
a boulder up a hill, only to have it 
roll back down, and have to roll it 
up again, repeating this through 
all of eternity. Itexamines the idea 
of perfectionism as a potential 
fault. Whatif you could get rid of 
perfectionism? We are called by 
Christ to “Be perfect, therefore, 
as your heavenly Father is 
perfect”(Matthew 5:48). But the 
Biblical meaning of perfect is 
more of an idea of wholeness or 


ripeness. How would our lives 
change if we looked at perfection 
in that way? 

The entire second section of her 
book is a “liturgy of creatures” 
ranging from the exotic to 
mundane. Her poem “The Works 
and Days of the Non-Human” 
focuses on the talents and how 
they serve God within their being. 
The animals are things such as 
Spaniels who are “yoked/ to the 
two-leggeds in work and play,” 
and hummingbirds, a “vermilion- 
throated Ezekiel.” She praises the 
animals for their work and how 
they bless the world. 

The third section Lifting 
the Stone, after which the 
book is titled, is a move 
towards transcendence and 
the spiritual. Her poem 
Getting Naked with God is 
based on the style of Song of 
Songs, relating to God as a 
lover. She stressed that the 
erotic imagery is not meant 
to be disrespectful, rather, 
it is “bridal imagery.” Her 
Seven Ways of Looking at 
the Kingdom Prayer, is a 
rewritten Lord’s prayer, 
meant to take the words we 
so often say and bring new 
meaning to them. It ends 
her book giving people a 
new perspective on faith. 

She stressed that being a 
Christian poet did not mean 
being explicitly Christian 
in everything you write. 
If you are a Christian, you 
won't be able to help your 
faith being evident in your 


work. This is one thing she finds 
refreshing about her faith and her 
background. “Being in or from a 
tradition allows you to explore 
it in other ways.” For McCaslin, 
the other way is with her poetry. 
Through it she takes a faith that 
is well known and comfortable, 
refreshing it and 
within her reader 
significance in their faith. 

It was a treat to have Susan in 
to read. Her work is filled with 
hope and truth in a world that is 
searching for both. 


creating 
a new found 


BATTLE OF THE BANDS 


Radiohead Go For 


Broke. Literally. 


“In Rainbows” breaks ground in 
distribution methods, but not in sounds 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


adiohead are generally 
considered to be one of the 
ost fiercely creative bands 


of the last decade and a half, as 
well as one of the most divisive. 
The significant differences in their 
sound from album to album make 
them a bit more than a “love them 
or hate them” sort of band. I’m a 
fan of most of their work, but not 
all of it. Of course, as my musical 
tastes change, I’m leaning more 
towards their understated and 
sometimes ambient compositions. 
I still think “Pablo Honey” was too 
commercial and “Hail to the Thief” 
was too sloppy and inconsistent. 

The band parted ways with 
Parlaphone after the release of 
“Hail to the Thief”, and the band 
appeared to do little other than 
write and tour. Band leader Thom 
Yorke released a solo album called 
“The Eraser”, and new material was 
played on tours. A lot can change in 
four years. The independent label 
that handled Yorke’s solo album, 
XL Recordings, distributed “The 
Eraser”online via iTunes, which 
is now my preferred method of 
buying music. 

Being as cutting edge a band 
as they are, the five members of 
Radiohead turned to technology 
for a method of distributing the 
album without a record label. 
Likely inspired by iTunes, but with 


their own ingenuity mixed in and a 
healthy dose of goodwill towards 
their fans, Radiohead opted to sell 
the album as a digital download 
at www.inrainbows.com, and with 
the option of paying as much or as 
little as desired, without exception. 
I shouldn’t need to explain why 
this is a risky business move. The 
average purchase price was just 
under $3. I paid $10, the same as 
I would if I had purchased it on 
iTunes. The majority, predictably, 
opted to pay nothing. 

Radiohead have since signed 
with XL recordings in the UK and 
TBD records in North America 
for a conventional CD release, but 
selling 1.2 million copies online 
in the first day of online sales 
certainly marks a significant change 
in the music industry, with artists 
being empowered, rather than the 
corporations who control much 
of the music industry. Even with 
the bulk of fans paying nothing, 
the band personally pocketed 
millions, something few artists 
with conventional record deals can 
accomplish. 

Oh, and it doesn’t hurt that 
it’s their best album since “OK 
Computer”. It’s a really great 
album. It appears as though touring 
rather than contract negotiating has 
been a blessing for Radiohead, as 
the album rarely hits a sour note. 
The heavy riff driven style of “The 
Bends” is long gone, but material 
that bordered on “weird for the 


sake of weird” from “Kid A” and 
“Amnesiac” and even parts of “Hail 
to the Thief” are also gone, with the 
best experiments of those albums 
surviving. Electronic elements, 
strings, keyboards and _ textural 
guitars dominate the landscape of 
the album. Highlights are pleanty, 
but lush, atmospheric songs like 
“Nude” (originally written during 
the OK Computer — sessions), 
“Faust Arp,” “House of Cards,” 
“Weird Fishes/Arpeggi” certainly 
deserve praise. “Bodysnatchers,” 
one of the most guitar-driven 
songs on the album, falls a little 
flat in comparison, but it’s one of 
the only disappointments. The 
album closer, the piano-driven 
“Videotape,” is the strongest of the 
collection, however, proving that 
the band was right to trade their 
loud electric guitars for ambient 
piano and keyboards after “OK 
Computer”. 

But all the same, one can’t help 
but wonder if the groundbreaking 
distributionovershadowsthealbum 
itself. Unlike previous albums, it’s 
not a significant departure from 
the album previous. It’s the band 
playing to their strengths rather 
than experimenting, which is a sort 
of departure in itself. Nonetheless, 
it’s certainly one of their best efforts 
and is worth every penny. Should 
you decide to give them any. 


Hanson 


A Look at the Band You Thought You Knew 


Gt a aes 
MARIA SNIP 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


anson. 
No, don’t stop reading yet. 
I know you're seeing three 


blonde-haired teens singing their 
overplayed smash-hit Mmmbop 
and thinking, “Wasn’t one of them 
a girl?” And then, “They’re still 
around?” 

Hanson, (guitarist Isaac, 27; pianist 
Taylor; 25; and drummer Zac, 22) 
are still alive and well. They’re 
touring with their new album, The 
Walk, as well as promoting TOMS 
Shoes (for every pair sold, a pair 
goes to a child in need from Africa: 
one for one). 

But what got Hanson started on 
their passion for Africa? Zac took 
some time out of his day to talk to 
me a bit about the work their doing 
and their tour, which comes to 
Hamilton December 3". 

“We were really inspired by 
some guys from Tulsa giving away 
medical technology,” Zac said. “{It] 
found us. We didn’t chose Africa. We 
were making our album and it was 
just kind of put in front of us, these 
guys who were giving, technology 
away.” Wanting to learn more, the 
guys stopped recording their album 
to take a trip to South Africa. While 
they were there they recorded their 
newest single, Great Divide, with 
an orphanage children’s choir, The 
chorus the children came up with, 
Ngi ne Themba, means “I have 
hope.”—a powerful statement. All 
proceeds of Great Divide (available 


on iTunes) go to HIVSA, a hospital 
that supports people infected by 
AIDS. 

“It’s about putting what you have 
to work.” And what Hanson has 
is music. When Hanson got back 
from Africa, their partnership with 
TOMS Shoes was created. TOMS 
founder, Blake Mycoskie, started 
a shoe company eighteen months 
ago based on the idea that he could 
make a difference by using what 
he had. He used shoes to make an 
actual difference instead of just 
creating awareness. He wanted to 
help people and figured that if he 
could make shoes, he could give 
shoes. Hanson’s album the Walk 
and the idea behind TOMS just 
clicked. 

Before every show Hanson joins 
with their fans for a barefoot walk 
to push people to action concerning 
the issue of poverty. Shoes may 
seem like a little thing, but try 
walking a mile without them. 

“Walking barefoot...puts things 
in perspective. It’s about walking 
to understand a need for maybe, 
like, twenty minutes of your life. I 
walked twenty minutes yesterday 
[in Kansas City] and my feet were 
freezing. Some days your feet are 
burning. After every walk my feet 
are raw and sore. [It makes you 
realize] the difference between 
what we think of as needing and 
what someone in poverty thinks 
of as needing. Shoes change the 
way you live your life.” They’re 
tools that help change their ability 
to access things such as education, 


employment, and health care. 

Zac stresses that now is the time to 
act. Young people don’t have to wait 
until they’re successful to make a 
difference. “We need to act because 
the last twenty-five years have been 
full of awareness campaigns. How 
do we find tangible actions to make 
an impact now? It’s better to give 
something smaller now, because 
the problem gets bigger while you 
wait.” He stressed the action of an 
individual. Something small done 
by one person turns into something 
big when joined by fifty thousand 
others. 


This is no longer the boy-band 
from 1997. They, and their music 
have gone deeper and pushed 
farther, and the plan for the future is 
to continue doing just that. They’re 
exhausted right now between 
their work with TOMS, their tour, 
running their recording studio, and 
their families; but they realize how 
blessed they are to be able to make a 
difference through doing what they 
love. “Even ten years ago when | got 
asked what I thought I'd be doing in 
ten years, I knew what I wanted. I’d 
be making music. As long as we still 
have fans we'll travel the world and 
keep releasing albums.” 

Check out the Great Divide 
video at www.hanson.net or go 
and order a pair of shoes from 
www.tomsshoes.com. Becomes part 
of a campaign, not of awareness, 
but of action. 


. THE CROWN 


GARNER 


Garner Gets Their 
Time to Shine 


aoe ioe 
LAURA KONYNDYK 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 
1e Battle of the Bands that 
happened over the weekend was 
a tremendous success by all 


accounts. Sitting on the panel of judges 
was Garner, a band set to release their 
debut, “It’s About Time” on November 


30. Here is your first look at the album. 


We are living in a age where 
musicians feel constant pressure to 
be edgy, revolutionary and overly 
trendy. The musicians that make up 
Garner have refused to succumb to 
this pressure, and with their debut 
album “It’s About Time”, they 
can be proud of what they have 
accomplished. Matt McKenna, Matt 
McFarland and James Bloemendal 
(Redeemer Alumnus) have a way 
with simple harmonies, fresh lyrics 
and jazzy musical arrangements. 
Many of the songs are lighthearted 
and playful, making it hard not to 
enjoy the spunky flavor that they 
infuse their songs with. The band 
refuses to take itself too seriously 
and as a result, they’ve created an 
album that is full of charm and sass. 
Listeners will warm up to the perky 
beat of “No Never” and, if they’re 
feeling cheerful, tap their feet to 
the lively bursts of piano that find 
their way into tracks like “It’s About 
Time” and “Not that Different” 

I will admit that I hate comparing 
new bands with pre-existing 
musicians, largely because it tends 
to pigeon hole the artist, and 
Garner doesn’t deserve such a fate. 
However, | can’t seem _ to avoid 
it with this time around, because 
listeners might detect hints of Jack 
Johnson, Maroon Five, a dash of 
Micheal Bublee and at their best 
moments, Ben Folds. That being 
said, this band is well on its way to 
finding its own voice. 

Garner chose to play with themes 
that aren’t particularly heavy, many 
of the lyrics are light and simple. 
They comment on the frustrations 
of romantic relationships and the 
ins and outs of love. In many ways, 
this album is ideal background 


music, and by no means is this an 
insult. The songs are casual and 
flirty, the more upbeat tracks aim to 
tease, not overwhelm the listener. 

While it is a very sassy and playful 
album, softer tracks like, “New 
Leaf” and “Confessing a Crush” 
also showcase the band’s ability 
to write music that is low key and 
personal. My favorite song on the 
album was “Come Back to Me”. 
The tone is a little wistful and the 
instruments come together with 
a graceful melancholy that would 
make Norah Jones proud. I think 
that many fans will appreciate the 
subtleness of the piano and the way 
it calmly progresses to a perfect 
finish. 

[ don’t doubt that some of the 
slower songs might be better suited 
for listeners with a taste for the 
sentimental. | also don’t doubt that 
they may strike a few as being a tad 
gushy. Never the less, I still think the 
tender tracks on the album are quite 
soothing in their own right and 
definitely worth a listen. “Is It okay 
if | Fall in Love With You Tonight” 
does an excellent job in expressing 
the uncertainty and nervousness 
one might feel when entering into 
a new relationship. Even if the 
lyrics aren't as inventive or original 
as some may like, the musical 
integrity that the band brings to 
the table is ever present. The talent 
they have is undeniable. These boys 
can play their instruments and sing 
well together. Their newest album is 
a delightful product of their artistic 
abilities, and creativity. Aspiring, 
Redeemer musicians can only hope 
they eventual reach such feats. 


Catch Garner Live: 

Stocking Rocking - Friday December 14 
at 7pm, the FRWY Cafe in Hamilton - 
tickets can be purchased by contacting 
us at garnerband@gmail.com 


Redeemer Concert - Friday January 11, 
unsure of time or name of the event, 
but Micah has this information 


Or online: 
www.garnerband.com, 
www,myspace.com/garnerband 


HANSON 
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SPORTS & ATHLETICS 
Fall Sports Come to Completion 


JEREMY PARSONS 
JUNIOR STAFF WRITER 

t can only get so cold before 
[anes begin to be thought 
of as outlandish and fanatical, 
running around in skimpy shorts 
and paper thin jerseys. No doubt, 
most fall sports even experience the 
signs of winter's first frost before 
their seasons come to a close. And, 
without exception, this was the case 
for the chilly finale of three varsity 
sports teams here at Redeemer. 
Late October and early November 
acted as cues to Redeemer’s fall 
sports season wrap-up this year. 
Ending their competitive drive for 
glory were the Women’s Soccer 
Team, the Men’s Soccer Team and 
the Men’s and Women’s Cross- 

Country Teams. 
In Women’s Soccer, the Royals had 
a strong season with a nail-biting 
finish to end their bold run for the 
playoffs. A close 1-1 tie to a skilled 
Sheridan Bruins team cancelled 
their dream of sneaking into OCAA 
Championship contention this fall. 
Despite being a very young team 
of 14 rookies on a 20-player roster, 
they fought hard each game and 
never gave in to the pressure of 
other squads. In fact, these fiery 
Lady Royals managed to keep 
most of their games within a one 
or two-goal differential against 
some of the toughest teams in the 
league. At the end of the season 
the team came away with 1 win, 3 
losses, and 3 draws. They counted 


goals from leading scorer Phoebe 
Milton (Kitchener, ON) as well as 
from third-year standout Chery] 
Beishuizen (London, ON). Overall, 
the team finished in a tie with 
Conestoga College for 7" Place in 
the OCAA West Division. They 
managed to finish with a total of 6 
points, just 1 point shy of catching 
Sheridan. Congratulations go out 
to striker Pheobe Milton and to first 
year midfielder Madeline Wynands 
(St. Mary’s, ON) for being named to 
the 2007 OCAA All-Star Team for 
Women’s Soccer. 

On the men’s side, The Royals’ 
Men's Soccer Team battled hard 
all season in a pool of teams that 
seemed to overflow with athletic 
ability. They began their competitive 
stretch this past September 
with tough matches against the 
Fanshawe Falcons and the Mohawk 
Mountaineers. Yet, in spite of their 
slow start, they still managed 
to come through in key bouts 
against Niagara (1-0), Humber (1- 
0), Lambton (2-1). With playoffs 
in sight, they continued to press 
opposing clubs, but came up short 
in divisional qualification with their 
9-point total. Although they played 
close games with virtually every 
team, their season was plagued by 
an overall inability to capitalize on 
countless chances. In fact, Redeemer 
outshot and outplayed opposition 
in the majority of fixtures this 
season; only to be edged by teams 
such as Sheridan (1-0) in the 
end. Their overall record for the 


2007/2008 season was 3-5-0; good 
enough to put them in 6 Place 
in the West. Contributing to their 
achievements this season was a 
strong defensive core comprised 
of John Vanderheiden (Caledonia, 
ON), Pat Miedema (London, ON) 
and rookie Kevin Vanderleeuw 
(London, ON). Adding up front 
for the Royals were strikers Jordan 
VanDyk (Coaldale, AB), Joel 
Vanandel (Newmarket, ON), and 
Caell Huyer (Toronto, ON). And, 
named as OCAA All-Stars for 2007 
were Redeemer’s Pat Mediema and 
Jesse Harrison (who led the team 
with 2 goals). 

In Cross-Country, both Men’s 
and Women’s teams represented 


Redeemer admirably in their 
respective competitions. In 
early September, the runners 


hit the trails hard and began 
their arduous training schedule 
under the motivation of former 
collegiate runner and coach Jeff 
Summerhays. The Royals started 
off their season by co-hosting the 
OCAA’s first invitational of the 
year with Mohawk College at 
the Dundas Valley Conservation 
Area. In the women’s 5km race 
it was Sheena Parent coming in 
first for Redeemer (13) with a 
time of 24:37, followed up by the 
strong running of Jessica Ramsey 
(31"). In men’s 8km_ competition, 
Jeremy Parsons (27") rolled in first, 
followed by Jan Korevaar (45"") and 
Ben Kempf (57"). Following this 
tune-up race, the athletes went on 


Is There a War Going on 


MATTHEW E. CASEY 
HEAD DELEGATE OF THE REDEEMER MODEL UN 


s I write this article 
somewhere over the 
Atlantic, a C-130 Hercules 


is heading home. But the cargo it 
carries is not of weapons and 
equipment, but of two flag 
draped caskets. One contains a 
was soon- to-be husband and 
father, the other a husband. They 
both leave behind shattered and 
grieved families. At 15:00 EST 
that Hercules will land at CFB 
Trenton and again our screens 
and newspapers will be filled 
with the pictures of coffins and 
the question: why are we still 
there? After a brief ceremony, 
the bodies will be loaded into 
hearses and driven to their 
autopsies in Toronto. They will be 
the first two Canadian Soldiers to 
travel on the Highway of Heroes 
honouring them for their duty. 
The bridges above the highway 
will be filled with people paying 
respect as the convoy passes by 
with a sense of honour, respect 
and thanksgiving for their paying 
the ultimate sacrifice. But this 
feeling is not felt by all. There 
will be demonstrations, people 
protesting what these men fought 
for, what they spilled their blood 
for, peace, security and freedom 
from oppression. 

The two honourable service men 
are two of the 73 Canadian killed 
in Afghanistan since we got our 
boots on the ground in February 
2002. 71 Male Soldiers, 1 and 
the Only Canadian Female to be 
killed in Action, and 1 Diplomat, 
73 People have given their lives 
for what? Should their lives 
have been wasted? How can the 
government send in our sons and 
daughters, brothers and sisters to 
be killed for a problem that isn’t 
even ours? These questions might 


have once run through your head 
since their boots touched the 
ground, but are you prepared to 
answer them and stand behind 
your answer? I am. 

Since 2002, our role in 
Afghanistan has been a combat 
and reconstruction role. Our 
operations in Afghanistan have 
been called a war. But the truth 
is that our actions in Afghanistan 
are not a war. In 2005 we won 
the war. | remember it clear as 
day. I was sitting in front of the 
television when the _ reporter 
gave me the news that the war 
in Afghanistan is over. Operation 
Enduring Freedom was a success 
and the mission was handed over 
to the ISAF. Wait a minute, if we 
won the war, why is the media stil] 
saying we are at war? The reason 
is simple: money. Media cannot 
make money off a success story, 
so they blow it out of proportion, 
misconnect, deceive and lie to the 
general public that we are still at 
war in Afghanistan. They show 
the ‘bodies’ being loaded off the 
Hercules and tell the Canadian 
People what a waste of blood. 

Since 2005, Canada turned 
its war operations over to the 
International Security Assistance 
Force lead by NATO. This force 
is a Chapter 7 UN Mandated 
Peacemaking mission lead by 
NATO. What we are doing in 
Afghanistan is making a peace 
that never existed there before. 
And we are using force against 
those threatening this fragile 
tranquility. The UN _ Charter 
Chapter 7 gives authorization 
for a peacekeeping force to 
use force against any threat to 
international peace and security. 
This type of mission has been 
labelled peace making or Chapter 
7 Peacekeeping. We are using 
that force to do exactly what the 
charter says: protect and defend 


international peace and security. 

Al-Queda and the Taliban have 
been threatening this peace for 
decades. Bombing Embassies, 
cars, government offices and 
killing and oppressing their own 
people, Every time they have done 
this, the international community 
has given them a slap on the 
wrist. 9/11 changed all that. I still 
remember today and will until | 
die where I was on September 
11, 2001 at 8:59 am when the first 
World Trade Centre Tower was 
hit. Our class went to the library 
and we watched on the television 
as the the towers came tumbling 
down, killing 3,000 people with 
it. The first thing that came out 
of my mouth were, “We are at 
war.” There were people from 
every nation, tribe, language, 
and religion in those towers. The 
international community was 
not going to allow Al-Queda to 
get another slap on the wrist, 
but to suffer a more serious 
repercussion. Special Forces 
from around the world arrived 
in Afghanistan on September 12, 
2001. Our main force didn’t arrive 
till February 2002. We were there 
to fight a war against terror. We 
succeeded until we were pushed 
into Pakistan. Now we are 
fighting groups of these terrorists 
trying to retake the land. 

We have been in Afghanistan 
for five years. In February, it will 
be six years. Our government has 
already begun to debate pulling 
out, but I make you the plea that 
if we pull out of Afghanistan 
now, we will be back in 10-15 
years fighting against a stronger 
and better trained Al-Queda. If 
we pull out of Kandahar, there 
is no nation in the world that 
could fill our shoes and our 
work td stop the terrorists, stop 
the opressors and make peace 
for the people of Afghanistan. 


to successfully compete in races 
held by Fanshawe College, St. 
Lawrence College, and St. Clair 
College. To finish off this rewarding 
season the Royals travelled to 
Kingston, ON to compete in the 
2007 OCAA Championships held 
by St. Lawrence College. Despite 
having to contend with a rainy, 
muddy course on the hills of Fort 
Henry National Historic _ Site, 
Redeemer’s runners came through 
with very positive results. The 
men sped to an 8" place team 
performance at Provincials with 
all four racers contributing to their 
point totals. Aaron Jager (Calgary, 
AB) led the Royals by crossing the 
line in an impressive 32:02 (35'), 
Coming in just 15 seconds behind 
was Jeremy Parsons (Colchester, 
ON) in 36" place overall. He 
was hurriedly followed by Jan 
Korevaar (Amsterdam, ND) and 
Peter Kranenburg (Hamilton, ON) 
to round out Redeemer’s team 
personal best performance. In 
women’s competition, the Royals 
were led by veteran prodigy 
Christine Debrouwer (Blenheim, 
ON) who kept pace with the 
OCAA's top runners to finish in 
8" place in a time of 21:18. Close 
behind were 17th placed Sheena 
Parent (22:46), Carrie VanDorp 
(19") and sister Jody VanDorp (24") 
(both of Wiarton, ON). Adding to 
their impressive performance was 
Jessica Ramsey (Richmond Hill, 
ON) with a tremendous time of 25: 
49, They were rewarded for their 


WORLD N 


hard work at the year-end OCAA 
Cross-Country banquet when they 
picked up the Bronze Team Medal 
for their remarkable performance, 
Congratulations go out to the Lady 
Royals on an amazing podium 
performance and to 4" year captain 
Carrie VanDorp who will be 
moving on in the spring. 

Although Redeemer was not able 
to send any competing athletes to 
the CCCA National Championship 
events of this fall, they did come 
away with an expanse of experience 
from both team and _ individual 
competition. Rookies learned 
what it means to become true team 
players, to leave all form of energy 
on the field, and to compete in a 
collegiate atmosphere. But, most 
importantly, players discovered 
(or were once again reminded) 
what it really means to play a sport 
while simultaneously serving Jesus 
Christ. In the end, it is in this aspect 
of spiritual-athletic service in which 
we certainly did not come up short. 

N.B. = This is an additional note 
to remind students to check out 
the action on the courts this week 
as Redeemer’s Volleyball Teams 
the Falcons 
(Tuesday, Nov. 20") while Royals’ 
Basketball is host to the incoming 
Humber Hawks (Wednesday, Nov. 
21"). As well, be sure to cheer on 
Redeemer’s Men’s Hockey Team 
as they take on Calvin College this 
upcoming weekend! 


take on Fanshawe 


in Afghanistan? 


That is why President Kharzi 
often comes to Canada and tell 
Canadians thank you for what 
we are doing and urges us not 
to leave Afghanistan in 2009 
because he know that within 
days of our pullout, Al-Queda 
will move right on in. We have 
provided a nation where women 
can now vote, can now choose 
not to wear the burka, can go to 
school, and can teach and work. 
If a woman was caught doing 
this during the Taliban Regime, 
she would be taken to the local 
football or soccer stadidum and 
publically executed for people to 
buy popcorn and watch. 

Are we going to pullout from 
our Peacemaking role and allow 
our advances, our changes, our 
establishment of democracy to 
fail and allow more people to 
die? I hope not. If we do, then 
we are going against every one 
of our traditions to uphold 
peace, freedom and _ security 


to all peoples. We would be no 
better than the Al-Queda or the 
Taliban if we pull out now. We 
are the only nation that has stood 
up to the test, who have taken the 


combat role in mission because 
all the other nation are cowarding 
with their tails between their legs 
in Kabul where its safe. 

Today at three o’clock | will 
leave my French class, go back to 
my dorm and watch a sorrowful 
ceremony at Trenton. In my heart 
and mind I will thank those brave 
men for protecting me and my 
my family as well as the people of 
Afghanistan. 

Will you be thanking them 
or cursing them? Will you be 
disapproving what they have 
done and what we are doing 
there? Will you be a true Canadian 
and stand up for peace, security, 
feedom and human rights, or will 
you protest against the “war” 
in Afghanistan and _ disgrace 
your nation and yourself? Will 
you honour or dishonour what 
they have done for you? I will 
be honouring them, and I hope 
and pray you will be too. Let us 
make a difference now instead of 
down the road. Let's not put it off 
any longer. Lest We Forget our 
Veterans of Afghanistan. 


Our Holy Calling 
to End and Prevent 
a World Crisis 


MATTHEW E. CASEY 
HEAD DELEGATE OF THE REDEEMER MODEL UN 
he United Nations 
declared the Darfur Genocide 
“the worst humanitarian 
situation in the world” and has 
called genocide in general as “the 
worst crime to ever be committed 
in the history of mankind.” Yet not 
much is known about genocide. If 
| asked a student here to name the 


has 


ten genocides taking place around 
the world, they would probably 
only be able to name one or two at 
most. So why is “the worst crime 
committeed...” still 
taking place in our society today? 
When the allied forces during 
World War Two were advancing 
through Germany and Poland, they 
stumbled on the mass murder of 11 
million people, 6 Million Jews, and 
the Holocaust. This act of atrocity 
led the international community 
again.” 1960; 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
1989-1993: Yugoslavia-Bosnia- 
Croatia-Montnegro-Albania, 1994 
Rwanda, 2000: Ethiopia, 2003 : 
Darfur. All these genocides have 
taken place since WWII. 
After 


again’, 


to ever be 


to Say “never 


each “never 


but 


one we Say 


three or four years 
later it happens again. 

Over the next few Crown issues, 
we will be writing a miniseries on 
the current ten genocides going on 
in the world. This is not meant as 
a way to depress you, or disgust 
you, but a way to call you to action 
and for you to make a difference. 

In 1948, the International 
community got together and 
created the Genocide Convention 
which “Genocide is the 
murder and extermination 
of whole or in part because of their 


states: 


mass 


ethnicity, religion, race or sex.” 
[his statement is an iron clad legal 
statement, but still nations do not 
act to stop the mass killings of men, 
women and children. For nations 
to get involved in genocide, the 
United Nations to declare 
the crisis a genocide by a vote at 
the Security Council. During the 
1994 Rwanda, this 
recognition never came into being. 
The US had just lost members 
of their Somalia, the 
Rwandan Government had a seat 
on the Security Council, France 
was good allies with Rwanda, 
and the UK sided with the US. 
Everytime a vote on Rwanda 
came up, it would be vetoed by 
the big powers of the Security 
Council. Fast Forward to 2003. 
Darfur, China and Russia are huge 
trading powers with the Sudan 
Government and have vetoed all 
the bills in the Security Council. 
Canada and the US became the 
first and only nations to declare the 
Darfur Crisis a Genocide. For the 
US, the order came directly from 
their President who is unpopular 
with the world, yet doing the most 
to solve this issue. 

Canada has two great 
Peacekeeping Generals. The one 
is Lewis Mackenzie, and the other 
is Romeo Dallaire. During the 
“ethnic cleansing” in Yugoslavia, 
General Mackienzie was the 


need 


Genocide of 


forces in 


force commander of UNPROF. 
His approach to the conflict was 


back and letting the 
genocidaires kill thousands of 
people. In 1994, General Romeo 


standing 


Dallaire was the force commander 
of UNAMIR before and during 
the Rwandan Genocide. Dallaire 
disobeyed a direct order from the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to withdraw his forces 
from Rwanda. Instead he stayed 
and helped save as many people 
as he could. These articles are to 
encourage you to act and petition 
the government, your peers, your 
families, and friends that something 
needs to be done. Are you going to 
be like General Mackenzie and 
sit back and say that it is not our 
fight? That we should let them sort 
it out while hundreds of thousands 
are being killed? Or are you going 
to be General Dallaire and stand up 
for what is right and just and make 
a difference? The decision I leave to 
you. For the sake of millions, I hope 
you don’t mess up. 


Lorah 


Bradford 
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THE CROWN 


What’s Happening in the World 


PAKISTAN: 


Removes democracy to fight terror 
and oppression 

The President of Pakistn has 
declared emergency law and has 
removed democracy from the 
nation in his effort to fight terror. 
He has rounded up the leaders 
and members of the opposition 
and placed them under arrest for 
opposing him. He has also arrested 
members of the Supreme Court and 
a number of lawyers questioning 
his legitimacy as leader of both the 
Army and the Nation. Genocide 
Watch and the UN Committee 
on Genocide see these moves as 
a preparation for a politicide like 
the one in Afghanistan during the 


Taliban Regime. 


BANGLADESH: 

Cyclone kills 3,100 people 

In Bangladesh a cyclone hit the 
nation killing 3,100 people and 
leaving hundreds of thousands 
homeless. Aid workers are on the 
ground and more on there way but 
some of the remote villages and 
islands have not been reached yet 
and death toll is expected to rise. 


DARFUR: 

New death toll estimate of 450,000 
In Darfur, Sudan where the Darfur 
Genocide is taking place members 
of Aid Groups and the UN 
Committee on Genocide claim the 
death toll has risen to 450,000. Also 
they are concerned and warned 
that if the Genocide is not stopped 
we could end up with more people 
killed then in Rwanda. 


KOSOVO: 

The European Union has warned 
Kosovo not to declare independence 
after a democratically elected 
referendum on the subject. Kosovo 
has been wanting to separate from 
Serbia since 1998. 


BURUNDI: 

Burundi has a new democratically 
elected Government and the UN 
has congratulated them on their 
election. 


SOMALIA: 

During the intense situation in 
Somalia the UN Security Council 
voted yesterday that all fighting 
cease in the nation or face saction. 


The Redeemer Model UN Team 


MATTHEW E. CASEY 
HEAD DELEGATE OF THE REDEEMER MODEL UN 
his year is an historic 
Redeemer 


College 


year for 
University 


as it is our twenty-fifth 
anniversary. This year, 
Redeemer waded into 
unchartered waters for a 
Christian University and 
formed a Model UN. The 
Redeemer Model UN Team 
was created this year for 
two reasons: to compete at 


Model UN Conferences, and 
to raise awareness of issues 
Genocide, 
and AIDS. The Redeemer 
Model UN Team, RUNT for 
short, has also begun to lead 


such as Poverty 


Redeemer ona revolutionary 
road to making a difference. 
through RUNT, 
only Christian 
University in Canada _ to 
attend the National Darfur 
Conference’ at 
Ottawa 


Redeemer, 
is the 


Genocide 
University of 


the 


* ft Nim 
i load 


9-1] of 
year. RUNT, 
Redeemer has the 
only Christian University to 
join as partners with STAND 
Canada (Students Taking 
Action Now: Darfur), a 
movement 


November 
Through 


from 
this 


become 


student working 
nationally to end the Darfur 
Genocide and prevent others 
from happening. Redeemer, 
through RUNT, will become 
the only Christian University 
in Canada to the 
Canadian International 
Model United Nations 
Conference in Ottawa in 
March 2008. 

But RUNT is not in it for 
the fame. When look at 
our world, we see a world ot 
and RUNT 
has one main goal: to be 
Christ 

what 


attend 


we 


chaos confusion. 
“Ambassadors of 
To All Nations”, 

better place to do this then 
at Model UN Assemblies and 
Conferences. It is my honour 
to announce that RUNT 
been given 


and 


has 


graciously the 


hs ek 


PrimeLine to up to $10,000. 


“DUCA gave 
needed to get my savings oft the 
ground.” 


mer University College students, DUCA increased the limit of the 


opportunity by the Crown 
to write the World Affairs 
the 


will 


for 
We 
to keep you informed about 


Section following 


issues. do our best 
us and our accomplishments, 
but the 


humanity ways to 


also about issues of 


and act 


out of social justice. 


S to bank 
UCA 


student PrimeLine at Prime 


‘ 


the flexibility of a line of credit made especially for students. Only for 
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DIVERSIONS 


http://crosswords jitterjames.com 


ACROSS 


1. Wily Coyote's explosive source 
5. The best 1s A 

10 Diddley 

12. Oat 

13. Boast nominally? 

15. Bad behavior in a jam: 2 wds 
17. Exactly: 3 wds 

18. They feast on colonies 

20. Leona's Helmsley's enemy no, | 
rT First Mister" 

22. Who--, Internet query protocol 
24. Indian garment 
27. See 41-Down 
32. Le Freak, c'est 
33. Jaunty 

34. Technically, it's awarded after 10 sees 
35, Time-Warner's ISP partnet 

36. Heavy unit 

37. Marvelous mutants 

39. See ya 

40. Special edition 

42 thy father, bids Juliet 

44. MD neighbor 

47. Dev elop 

48. What's Tom doing at the window? 


2. It provides labial sheen: 2 


wds 
55. Chairman of the board 


56. After 15- and 27-Across, it's not so hard: 2 wds. 
DOWN 


1. Tay Mahal city 
Rapids, Minnesota 
3. Medieval defensive surrounding 
+, Characteristic to a region 
5. Punkie or black fly 
6. Appropriate response against the dying of the light 
]. Far from Aft 
8. After ABC 
9. Four hours behind UT(¢ 


= N 
Ls) oO 


on 
n 


19, Cool or disgusting 

23. Source of Achilles’ omnipotence 
24, Traitors to Teamsters 

25. Captain's salutation 

26. Agitated: 2 wds 

27. Bonding resin 

28. It begins when Mardi Gras ends 
29. Hesitant interjection 


30. JFK's predecesso 
31. Rod's optical complement 

36. Ideal digital count? 

38. It follows a drop of golden sun 
41. With 27-Across, the Rd. to rock down to 
43. Border 

45. U.S. national news service 

46. Reflex spot 

47. Sank your tecth into 

48. -Ops 

49. Female suffix 


10. Obelix's favored roast beast 50. It defined the Pleistocene Epoch? 


11. Chooses a1. Spike Lee's “He 3 Game” 
14. Louis XIV, de Soleil 53. A in solfeggio 


16. Beam 54. Windows XP is one 


www.puzzies.|i 


THE CROWN ONLINE 


THE CROWN is now officially online. Our new site 
is easier to navigate, more user-friendly, and will 
feature special web-only features. You can now add 
your own comments to articles, and participate in 
web polls. http://crown.redeemer.ca 


Don’t Miss... 


Home in Alfalfa! 


November 21-24, 2007: Redeemer’s Theatre Arts 
Department presents Home in Alfalfa, a comedy 
that explores the lives of a cast of characters 
in the fictional small town of Alfalfa, Ontario. 
The play is based on the book by Hugh Cook, 
adopted by Raymond Louter, and directed by 
Tom Carson. It features original music by Matt 
McKenna. 


Redeemer welcomes you to this event. Tickets 
can be purchased at the Box Office or in advance 
by calling 905.648.2139 x4211. They are also 
available on-line at www.ticketwindow.ca. 


